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neighborhood through Benedict’s nationally 
recognized Community Development Corpora-
tion, led negotiations with the U.S. Department 
of Education for the MSIs/HBCUs on Title IV 
issues, and served as Chairman of the United 
Negro College Fund Member Presidents. 

Dr. Swinton’s able stewardship has 
achieved results. Last year, Benedict ranked 
14th in Washington Monthly’s baccalaureate 
college rankings, which rated schools based 
on their contributions to social mobility, re-
search, and service. In 2011, the college re-
ceived the Higher Education Civic Engage-
ment Award from the Washington Center in 
recognition of its outstanding contributions to 
our community. People have taken notice— 
since Dr. Swinton became president, the col-
lege’s enrollment has more than doubled. 

The presidency of Benedict College is only 
the most recent position in which Dr. Swinton 
has distinguished himself. He previously 
served as Dean of the School of Business at 
Jackson State University and as Director of 
the Southern Center of Studies in Public Pol-
icy at Clark College. He is a renowned schol-
ar, specializing in the economic status of Afri-
can Americans. His scholarly work has been 
featured in an impressive array of publications, 
including the National Urban League’s The 
State of Black America, American Economics 
Review, The Review of Black Political Econ-
omy, Public Administration Review, Journal of 
Urban Analysis, Business in Society, and 
‘‘. . . And Miles to Go Before I Sleep,’’ a 
scholarly collection published by the Institute 
for Public Service and Policy Research of the 
University of South Carolina in commemora-
tion of the 50th anniversary of the Brown v. 
Board of Education decision. 

With Benedict’s emphasis on community 
service, it is fitting that Dr. Swinton has used 
his economic expertise to benefit the public. 
He was the first African American Chairman of 
the Greater Columbia Chamber of Commerce 
Board in the organization’s 92-year history. He 
helped organize a group of investors to create 
South Carolina Community Bank, the only mi-
nority-owned bank in the state. Dr. Swinton 
has shown his commitment to be long-term, 
having served as an economic advisor to the 
National Urban League since 1980 and on 
Black Enterprise magazine’s Board of Econo-
mists since 1990. 

With such an illustrious career, it is no sur-
prise that Dr. Swinton has received numerous 
honors and awards, including the National 
Economic Association’s Samuel Z. Westerfield 
Award, the Phi Beta Sigma Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award in Education, and the Order of 
the Palmetto, South Carolina’s highest civilian 
honor. In 2007, he was elected to the South 
Carolina Black Hall of Fame. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating Dr. Swinton on 
this milestone. I look forward to continuing to 
work with him in the years to come, and I wish 
him Godspeed. 
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IN HONOR OF THE ROTARY CLUB 
OF ZANESVILLE’S 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI 
OF OHIO 
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Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the many achievements of the Rotary 

Club of Zanesville on the occasion of the 
100th anniversary of the club’s founding. 

For a century, the citizens of Zanesville and 
Muskingum County have benefited from a 
group of men and women who are committed 
to promoting community service. A milestone 
such as this certainly deserves recognition. 
The Rotary Club of Zanesville’s history spans 
two World Wars, the birth and demise of the 
Soviet Union, the spread of mass transpor-
tation and the advancement of high speed, 
global telecommunications. Throughout this, 
the Rotary Club of Zanesville’s members have 
served their community and worked to im-
prove the lives of their neighbors. 

Service to others and service to the commu-
nity are timeless American traditions and hall-
marks of what has made our nation so great. 
For 100 years, the members of The Rotary 
Club of Zanesville have fashioned a reputation 
that reflects their core values of service, fel-
lowship, diversity, integrity, and leadership. 
Through projects like The Phoenix Award and 
the Rotary Club Christmas Party for Zanesville 
Special Needs Students, the club continues 
Rotary International founder Paul Harris’ vision 
of a group of business professionals gathering 
in friendship and fellowship to create positive, 
lasting change in their community and around 
the world. 

On behalf of the citizens of Ohio’s 12th 
Congressional District, I thank the Rotary Club 
of Zanesville for their service to the commu-
nity. I wish them continued success in the next 
100 years. 
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to 
interact with some of the brightest students in 
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on 
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. I 
have gained much by listening to the high 
school students who are the future of this 
great nation. They provide important insight 
into the concerns of our younger constituents 
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and I 
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues. 

Brittany Exley attends Pearland High School 
in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is: in your 
opinion, why is it important to be involved in 
the political process? 

‘‘No matter where you stand politically— 
even if you are unsure of what your political 
ideology is—it is important to take part in 
the process of shaping our government’’ 
(Brad Henry). The awareness gained by being 
involved in the political process is not only 
a good thing but a fantastic thing because 
ignorance can be dangerous. Also being ac-
tive in politics is one of the very few ways, 
in today’s world, that one human can change 
the nation just by voting or stating their 
ideas and opinions. 

If more people were involved in politics 
there would be more people that are more 
aware of what is happening in the world out-
side of themselves. They could listen to the 
reports on other nations and their relation-
ships with each other. However, they 

wouldn’t just hear about other countries and 
their problems but what is going on within 
our own nation, both good and bad aspects of 
it. Young people are the biggest group of 
non-voters within the United States’ popu-
lation of able voters. They believe that they 
have too much work and things to do that 
they do not vote, which is one of the few 
ways that they could influence the govern-
ments direction and create a bigger voice for 
themselves. If they were to get involved they 
would be more aware of the occurrences hap-
pening in all the world’s countries and every 
relationship each nation has with one an-
other. Therefore the young people would be 
more knowledgeable, less ignorant, and have 
more ability to state and try to stand up for 
their views in the political process. 

If you had the chance to change the world 
for the better by one simple action, would 
you? Being active in shaping the government 
is one way to do this. Voting for the change 
or way you believe the government should be 
ran is your voice, why not use it? One per-
son’s vote can determine who is in office, 
what bills are passed, and the actions of the 
government. If a person votes it takes their 
values, beliefs, and opinions are one more 
step closer to actually happening. Voting, 
stating, and claiming their ideas and opin-
ions can influence other people’s beliefs 
around them and can eventually shape the 
government. 

Taking an active role in the government 
can transform politics to fit your own views, 
and change for the better of the nation. It 
can also make you more aware of your sur-
roundings and less ignorant of what is actu-
ally happening in the world. Being active 
within the political process can change the 
world in many ways. 
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TAIWAN RELATIONS ACT 36TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 
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Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on 
April 11, we marked the 36 year anniversary 
of the Taiwan Relations Act, which serves as 
the legal foundation of our nation’s important 
and enduring relationship with Taiwan. 

The United States and Taiwan are united in 
common interests and a shared commitment 
to freedom and democracy. The Taiwanese 
people share our same cultural values of re-
spect for individual liberties, freedom of 
speech, adherence to the rule of law, and sup-
port for human rights. Taiwan also shares a 
similar political system and works with our na-
tion on issues of global security and counter- 
terrorism. 

In addition to this close cultural, political, 
and security relationship, the United States 
and Taiwan also share a thriving economic 
partnership. Bilateral trade between the United 
States and Taiwan surpassed $67 billion last 
year, making Taiwan now our 10th largest 
trading partner—an impressive feat consid-
ering Taiwan’s relatively small size of only 23 
million people. In fact, my home state of Flor-
ida exported nearly $300 million worth of 
goods to Taiwan in 2013 alone, supporting 
jobs and livelihood for American workers. 

Over the last few decades, Taiwan’s eco-
nomic and political ascension, with close 
American cooperation, has proven to be one 
of the great success stories in Asia, and we 
look forward to many more decades of friend-
ship and mutual support. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:45 Apr 23, 2015 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00022 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\RECORD15\E13AP5.REC E13AP5rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
6S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-26T15:25:23-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




